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Quick start guide  

What do I need to use SpreadsheetConverter? 
1. You need a PC with Microsoft Excel 2000 or later installed to create the 

spreadsheets that SpreadsheetConverter converts to web pages. Read 

more in the section Technical requirements below. 

2. You need a web server where you can upload the web pages you have 

created with SpreadsheetConverter, so that people can view them in their 

web browsers. Read more in the section Adding a converted spreadsheet to 

your web site below. 

3. SpreadsheetConverter allows you to create online web forms that your 

website visitors can complete and submit for processing . If you want to 

use our services to automatically convert each submitted form into 

an e-mail, you need a receiver code. You request this code from inside the 

program. The basic functionality is free.  Read more in the section Our 

hosted submit services below.  

How do I download SpreadsheetConverter? 
1. Point your browser to www. spreadsheetconverter.com. 

2. Follow the links to the download page for the appropriate version of 

SpreadsheetConverter. 

3. Click on the download link to start downloading the selected version.  

4. Select Open or Run to execute the installation program immediately after 

download.  

How do I install SpreadsheetConverter? 
1. If you selected Open or Run during download, the installation process 

should start automatically. Otherwise use the Windows Explorer to 

navigate to the folder containing the downloaded file and double -click on 

the file name, e.g. ssc5hstd.exe.  

2. Carefully read through ÛÏÌɯÓÐÊÌÕÚÌɯÈÎÙÌÌÔÌÕÛȮɯÛÏÌÕɯÊÓÐÊÒɯɁ(  ÎÙÌÌɂɯÛÖɯ

ÐÕËÐÊÈÛÌɯÛÏÈÛɯàÖÜɯÈÊÊÌ×ÛɯÐÛÚɯÛÌÙÔÚȭɯ(ÍɯàÖÜɯËÖÕɀÛȮɯ×ÙÌÚÚɯɁ"ÈÕÊÌÓɂɯÛÖɯ

terminate the installation.  

3. The installation program suggests a default location for the program files. 

/ÙÌÚÚɯɁ(ÕÚÛÈÓÓɂɯÛÖɯÈÊÊÌ×ÛɯÛÏÌɯËÌÍÈÜÓÛ location. 

4. When the installation of SpreadsheetConverter is completed, press 

Ɂ"ÓÖÚÌɂɯÛÖɯÊÓÖÚÌɯÛÏÌɯÐÕÚÛÈÓÓÈÛÐÖÕɯ×ÙÖÎÙÈÔȭ 

5. If you intend to install SpreadsheetConverter to  Java/JSP, you should 

also install the Java 2 Platform, Standard Edition, Software Development 

Toolkit (J2SE SDK) version 1.3.1 or later on the same PC. The J2SE SDK is 

available for download at http://developers.sun.com/downloads/ . 

http://www.spreadsheetconverter.com/
http://developers.sun.com/downloads/
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How do I convert a spreadsheet to a web page? 
1. Ensure that Excel is started. 

2. If you intend to create a server-based solution, ensure that the 

prerequisite server environment is set up using the instructions in the 

section The SpreadsheetConverter server environment below. 

3. Open the spreadsheet you want to convert.  

4. Verify that the SpreadsheetConverter menu is available in the menu bar. 

5. In the SpreadsheetConverter ÔÌÕÜȮɯÊÓÐÊÒɯɁ"ÖÕÝÌÙÛɂȭ 

6. /ÙÌÚÚɯɁ-ÌßÛɂɯÛÖɯÚÛÈÙÛɯÛÏÌɯSpreadsheetConverter wizard.  

7. (ÍɯÛÏÌɯɁ2ÌÓÌÊÛɯÖÜÛ×ÜÛɯÍÖÙÔÈÛɂɯ×ÈÎÌɯÐÚɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌËɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÞÐáÈÙËȮɯÚÌÓÌÊÛɯ

ɁStandard web page (SSC to HTML/JavaScript)ɂȭ 

8. .ÕɯÛÏÌɯɁ2ÌÓÌÊÛɯ"ÌÓÓÚɂɯ×ÈÎÌȮɯÚÌÓÌÊÛɯɁ ÜÛÖÔÈÛÐÊɯËÌÛÌÊÛÐÖÕɂɯÈÚɯÛÏÌɯÚÌÓÌÊÛÐÖÕɯ

ÔÌÛÏÖËȭɯ%ÖÙɯɁ6ÏÐÊÏɯÞÖÙÒÚÏÌÌÛÚȳɂȮɯÚÌÓÌÊÛɯɁ2ÌÓÌÊÛÌËɂȭɯ/ÙÌÚÚɯɁ-ÌßÛɂɯÛÖɯ

advance to the next page of the wizard. 

9. .ÕɯÛÏÌɯɁ/ÙÌÚÌÕÛÈÛÐÖÕɯÈÕËɯ(ÕÛÌÙÈÊÛÐÖÕɂɯ×ÈÎÌȮɯÑÜÚÛɯ×ÙÌÚÚɯɁ-ÌßÛɂɯÛÖɯÈËÝÈÕÊÌɯ

to the next page of the wizard. 

10. .ÕɯÛÏÌɯɁ2ÌÓÌÊÛɯÓÖÊÈÛÐÖÕɂɯ×ÈÎÌȮɯÝÌÙÐÍàɯÛÏÌɯÍÖÓËÌÙɯÓÖÊÈÛÐÖÕɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÞÌÉɯ×ÈÎÌɯ

that w ill be created by SpreadsheetConverterȭɯ/ÙÌÚÚɯÛÏÌɯɁȱɂɯÉÜÛÛÖÕɯÐÍɯàÖÜɯ

ÞÈÕÛɯÛÖɯÊÏÈÕÎÌɯÛÏÌɯËÌÍÈÜÓÛÚȭɯ/ÙÌÚÚɯɁ-ÌßÛɂɯÛÖɯÈËÝÈÕÊÌɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÕÌßÛɯ×ÈÎÌɯÖÍɯ

the wizard.  

11. .ÕɯÛÏÌɯɁEndɂɯ×ÈÎÌ, pÙÌÚÚɯɁ%ÐÕÐÚÏɂɯÛÖɯÉÌÎÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÕÝÌÙÚÐÖÕɯ×ÙÖÊÌÚÚȭɯ 

12.  ÍÛÌÙɯÊÖÕÝÌÙÚÐÖÕȮɯÈɯɁ,ÌÚÚÈÎÌÚɯÈÕËɯ$ÙÙÖÙÚɂɯÞÐÕËÖÞɯÈ××ÌÈÙÚȭɯ(ÕɯÔÖÚÛɯ

cases there are only informational messages. For troubleshooting, go to 

the Troubleshooting section of this manual. 

13. In most cases, the generated web page is automatically opened in your 

default web browser. Verify the results of the conversion. If you are 

unhappy with the results you should consider modifying the original 

spreadsheet in Excel before you attempt to modify the web page.  

How do I add a  SpreadsheetConverter  web page 
to my web site? 

1. Ensure that the file is physically included in your web site, i.e. that it is 

transferred to the same server as the other web pages in the web site 

using file transfer, a site management utility or  a content management 

system. This guarantees that the page is physically accessible when 

requested by one of the users of the web site.  

2. Link the page to the rest of your site. You will need at least one link to the 

page so that users can navigate to it. If your web site has a menu or 

similar navigation structure you may want to insert it also on the 

SpreadsheetConverter page.  
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3. Give the SpreadsheetConverter page the same look-and feel as the rest of 

your site. Open the SpreadsheetConverter page in your favorite web page 

editor and format it so that it looks like the other pages on your web site.  

Note: SpreadsheetConverter ÐÚɯÚÏÈÙÌÞÈÙÌȮɯÐȭÌȭɯɁÛÙàɯÉÌÍÖÙÌɯàÖÜɯÉÜàɂȭɯ/ÜÉÓÐÚÏÐÕÎɯ

on the web is not included in the free functionality. You must have a  license for 

SpreadsheetConverter before you publish converted spreadsheets on the web.  

How do I uninstall SpreadsheetConverter? 
1. .×ÌÕɯÛÏÌɯɁPrograms and FeaturesɂɯÊÖÕÛÙÖÓɯ×ÈÕÌÓɯȹ2ÛÈÙÛɯǿɯ2ÌÛÛÐÕÎÚɯǿɯ

Control Panel > Programs and Features). In older Windows vers ions, look 

ÍÖÙɯÈɯÊÖÕÛÙÖÓɯ×ÈÕÌÓɯÊÈÓÓÌËɯɁAdd/remove programs ɂȭ 

2. Select ɁSpreadsheetConverterɂɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÓÐÚÛɯÖÍɯ×ÙÖÎÙÈÔÚȭɯ 

3. /ÙÌÚÚɯɁUninstall ɂ at the top of the list. 

4. /ÙÌÚÚɯɁ4ÕÐÕÚÛÈÓÓɂɯÛÖɯÊÖÕÍÐÙÔɯÛÏÌɯÜÕÐÕÚÛÈÓÓɯÖ×ÌÙÈÛÐÖÕȭ 
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Introduction  
The VisiCalc spreadsheet was one of the first killer applications for personal 

computers. The reason for this is obvious; you ËÖÕɀÛɯhave to be a programmer to 

ÜÚÌɯÛÏÌɯÌÕÖÙÔÖÜÚɯÍÜÕÊÛÐÖÕÈÓÐÛàɯÐÕɯÈɯÚ×ÙÌÈËÚÏÌÌÛȭɯ3ÏÌɯÕÈÛÜÙÌɯÖÍɯɁÞÏÈÛɯàÖÜɯÚÌÌɯÐÚɯ

ÞÏÈÛɯàÖÜɯÎÌÛɂɯÊÈÓÊÜÓÈÛÐÖÕÚɯmakes it easy for both individuals and businesses to 

create powerful, yet easy-to-use spreadsheets.  

SpreadsheetConverter was developed with this same WYSIWYG philosophy in 

mind. SpreadsheetConverter converts Microsoft Excel spreadsheets into web 

pages that look and function just like the original spreadsheet. Excel's own "save 

as web page" ËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÈÓÓÖÞ you to create an interactive , calculating web page. 

Excel just creates a static table with all the values currently visible  in Excel, 

impossible to change.  

In contrast, SpreadsheetConverter creates an interactive, calculating web page by 

embedding program code in the web page that automatically performs all  the 

calculations required to maintain the functionality  of the original spreadsheet. 

Web pages created by SpreadsheetConverter run on any JavaScript-capable 

browser, on any device. 

SpreadsheetConverter : key features 
When developing SpreadsheetConverter we have focused on the following:  

¶ Easy as Excel. No programming or experience of programming is 

required to produce calculating web pages.  

¶ Fast as Excel. All calculations and validations are done immediately when 

the user enters new data.  

¶ Looks like Excel . The web page looks just like the Excel spreadsheet, 

including typefaces, text sizes, colors, borders and images. 

¶ Works like Excel . All but a few advanced financial and statistical 

functions are automatically converted to program code embedded in the 

resulting web page. 

¶ Charts like Excel. Give the user immediate feedback with pie , column, 

bar, line and scatter charts.  

¶ Intelligent forms like Excel . Design your next web  form in  ExcelȮɯÐÛɀÚɯÚÖɯ

simple! Use Excel formulas to pre -fill fields or to valid ate input .  

¶ Built -in forms -to-email  support.  Publish your web form on the web. 

When visitors  ÍÐÓÓɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÍÖÙÔɯÈÕËɯ×ÙÌÚÚɯɁ2ÜÉÔÐÛɂȮɯÞÌɯËÌÓÐÝÌÙɯÛÏÌɯ

submitted form directly to your Inbox. If  you get a lot of responses we 

aggregate the results for you and consolidate all submitted forms in 

a spreadsheet you can download whenever you want, all at once.   

¶ Create easy to use interfaces. Increase the usability of your web forms 

or calculators using graphical widgets like calendars, sliders, checkboxes, 

radio buttons, drop -down menus and list boxes. 
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¶  

¶  

¶ Excel everywhere: spreadsheets converted with SpreadsheetConverter 

work perfectly in all common desktop environments like Windows, 

Linux, Unix and  Macintosh. Users of mobile devices like smartphones can 

perform complex calculations right from their web browsers, without 

having  to install a crippled  or incompatible version of  Excel.  

Benefits of using SpreadsheetConverter 
Using SpreadsheetConverter will save you time and money , and your customers 

will receive increased service and better quality.  

Other key benefits are:  

¶ Incredibly easy to use. Coding calculating web pages directly using 

a programming language  is very costly and time consuming, and they are 

difficult to maintain. SpreadsheetConverter makes interactive calculating 

web pages feasible. 

¶ A tenfold increase in productivity.  The enormous gain in productivity 

comes from being able to use Excel, with all of its built -in functions, as a 

tool for developing calculating web pages. The conversion to web format 

with SpreadsheetConverter is simple and fast. 

¶ Quick and easy updates to web pages.  The process of updating your web 

pages is made both quicker and easier: simply update the spreadsheet, 

run SpreadsheetConverter, and then distribute the new web page. 

¶ Improved quality due to easier testing in Excel.  The web pages created 

by SpreadsheetConverter maintain the exact calculation logic of the 

original, tested Excel spreadsheets. 

¶ Support for many different technical environments.  The web page 

format created by SpreadsheetConverter has been tested in a wide variety 

of different browsers and operating s ystems. Web pages generated by 

SpreadsheetConverter have been in daily use among its many customers 

since 2002. You never need to worry about technical compatibility.  

¶ Reduced consultancy fees. In-house personnel can use Spreadsheet-

Converter; no programming or advanced web skills are required. No 

need for paying external consultant fees.  

¶ No need for Excel licenses. Once we convert your spreadsheet to a web 

page, it runs on its own in any web browser . You ËÖÕɀÛɯÕÌÌËɯÈÕ Excel 

license for your web page to  work , or for your  visitors to use it. In fact, 

àÖÜɯËÖÕɀÛɯÌÝÌÕɯÕÌÌËɯÈ license for SpreadsheetConverter. .ÕÊÌɯÞÌɀÝÌɯÉÜÐÓÛɯ

the web page for you, you can use it on your website  for free, forever.  

¶ Suitability for all.  SpreadsheetConverter is designed to be suitable for 

everyone to use, individuals, businesses, governments and associations, 

just like Excel itself.  

http://www.spreadsheetconverter.com/
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Formatting in Excel vs. formatting by browsers  
One of the many strengths of the spreadsheet concept is the easy handling 

of rows and columns. When creating a spreadsheet you can tailor the exact 

appearance of each row and column, including height, width, borders and 

headings. There are also numerous ways to format individual cells, including 

how numbers are displayed, what fonts are used and what col ors are used for 

text and background.  

When your spreadsheet is converted into web format, you will lose most of the 

detailed control of the user experience you had when you designed it in Excel. As 

an example, most web browsers remove spaces as they see fit. If you position text 

by inserting extra spaces before or after a word, you will find that even though 

SpreadsheetConverter maintains the extra spaces in the converted web page, the 

browser simply discards them, which may give a  totally different layout  to the 

page.  

Once converted into web format, spreadsheets also enter the realm of competing 

web browsers. Unfortunately, no browser is identical to the other, and a  web 

page will inherently appear somewhat different in each browser. This is part of 

the natural behavior of the world -wide web.  

When SpreadsheetConverter converts a spreadsheet to html, it is forced to make 

certain compromises when it comes to formatting. When compared to the 

original spreadsheet in Excel, the web page created by SpreadsheetConverter will 

not be an identical twin regardless of which browse r you use to view it. In fact, it 

will look slightly different in every browser, and often different between versions 

of the same browser. Once again, this is a natural consequence of entering the 

web environment. In most cases the result is good enough. 

Client - and server-based solutions  
SpreadsheetConverter can convert spreadsheets to standalone programming 

code that runs either in the browser or in the server.  

¶ In a client-based solution, the programming code is stored in the web 

page and executed by the ÜÚÌÙɀÚɯÞÌÉɯÉÙÖÞÚÌÙȭɯ%ÖÙÔÜÓÈÚɯÈÕËɯÊÖÕÚÛÈÕÛɯ

values are visible in the web page source code. Recalculation can occur 

automatically whenever the user changes a cell. The client-based solution 

offers better interactivity for small and medium sized spreadsheets . 

Client -based solutions are also more scalable and reduce the network 

traffic, since the server only has to send the web page once. 

¶ In a server-based solution, the programming code is stored and run  on 

the web server. Formulas and constant values are not visible to the user. 

Recalculation must be requested manually by pressing a button after 

a group of cells have been updated. Server-based solutions simplify 

advanced integration with back -end systems, e.g. databases. Server-based 

solution offers increased security, since the calculations are done on the 

server, and better performance for large spreadsheets. 
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The different versions of SpreadsheetConverter  
SpreadsheetConverter is currently available in three versions:  

¶ SpreadsheetConverter to  HTML /JavaScript (code for browser) 

The spreadsheet is converted into a standalone web page with embedded 

JavaScript that allows the web page to function exactly like the spread-

sheet when it is opened in any modern JavaScript-capable web browser.  

¶ SpreadsheetConverter to  ASP and ASP.NET (code for server or browser) 

The spreadsheet is converted into a standalone ASP or ASPX file that can 

be run in Microsoft Internet Information Server (IIS).  

¶ SpreadsheetConverter to  Java (code for server or browser) 

The spreadsheet is converted into a Java program that can be run on any 

JSP-capable web server, and a web page used to access the Java program.  

The server-based solutions require a much more complicated operating 

environment than the client -based solution. We recommend that you use 

SpreadsheetConverter to HTML unless you are certain you need a server 

solution.  
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Installation  

Prerequisite software  
¶ SpreadsheetConverter uses Macromedia Flash to show charts. Most users 

already have a suitable version of Flash installed. The Flash browser 

plug -in is free, and is automatically downloaded and installed if required. 

If  a ÜÚÌÙɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯ×ÌÙÔÐÛɯÐÕÚÛÈÓÓÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ×ÓÜÎ-in, the web page will still 

work, but charts will not be visible.  

¶ If you intend to install SpreadsheetConverter to  Java, you should also 

install the Java 2 Platform, Standard Edition, Software Development 

Toolkit (J2SE SDK) version 1.3.1 or later on the same PC. The J2SE SDK is 

available for download at http://developers.sun.com/ downloads/ . 

¶ In a server-based solution, you must establish the required server 

environment before you can create server-based solutions. For details, see 

The SpreadsheetConverter server environment below. 

http://developers.sun.com/downloads/


4ÚÌÙɀÚɯ&ÜÐËÌɯÛÖɯ2×ÙÌÈËÚÏÌÌÛ"ÖÕÝÌÙÛÌÙɯ 13 

First -time installation  

Download the SpreadsheetConverter  program file  

Download the appropriate version of SpreadsheetConverter using the 

instructions in the Quick start guide above. 

Start the installation  

If you selected Run or Open during download, the installation process should 

start automatically. Otherwise use the Windows Explorer to navigate to th e 

folder containing the downloaded file and double -click on the file name, e.g. 

ssc5hstd.exe.  

The Welcome screen appears. Press Next. 
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Approve the license agreement  

 

"ÈÙÌÍÜÓÓàɯÙÌÈËɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÛÏÌɯÓÐÊÌÕÚÌɯÈÎÙÌÌÔÌÕÛȮɯÛÏÌÕɯÊÓÐÊÒɯɁ( accept the terms in the 

License AgreementɂɯÛÖɯÐÕËÐÊÈÛÌɯÛÏÈÛɯàÖÜɯÈÊÊÌ×ÛɯÐÛÚɯÛÌÙÔÚ ÈÕËɯÛÏÌÕɯ×ÙÌÚÚɯɁ-ÌßÛɂ. 

(ÍɯàÖÜɯËÖÕɀÛȮɯ×ÙÌÚÚɯɁ"ÈÕÊÌÓɂɯÛÖɯÛÌÙÔÐÕÈÛÌɯÛÏÌɯÐÕÚÛÈÓÓÈÛÐÖÕȭ 
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Select version of Excel 

 

2ÌÓÌÊÛɯÛÏÌɯÝÌÙÚÐÖÕɯÖÍɯ$ßÊÌÓɯàÖÜɯ×ÓÈÕɯÛÖɯÜÚÌȮɯÛÏÌÕɯ×ÙÌÚÚɯɁ-ÌßÛɂȭ 
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Select program folder  

 

The installation program suggests a default location for the program files. Press 

Ɂ(ÕÚÛÈÓÓɂɯÛÖɯÈÊÊÌ×ÛɯÛÏÌɯËÌÍÈÜÓÛɯÓÖÊÈÛÐÖÕȭ 

Under special circumstances you may want to install the program in a  different 

location than the default. If you are upgrading a prev ious installation, you 

should install the new version at the same location as the old version, or uninstall 

the old version first. Press the Browse button to select another installation folder.  
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When the installation of SpreadsheetConverter into Excel is completed, locate the 

window for the SpreadsheetConverter installation program (it should be similar 

to the example below).  

 

/ÙÌÚÚɯÛÏÌɯɁNextɂɯÉÜÛÛÖÕɯÛÖɯcontinue to the next step of the installation process. 
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-ÖÞɯàÖÜɀÙÌɯÈÓÔÖÚÛɯËÖÕÌȵɯ3ÐÊÒɯÛÏÌɯɁ2ÛÈÙÛɯ2×ÙÌÈËÚÏÌÌÛ"ÖÕÝÌÙÛÌÙɂɯÊÏÌÊÒÉÖßɯÛÖɯ

start Excel with SpreadsheetConverter enabled. 3ÐÊÒɯɁ2ÏÖÞɯ1ÌÈËÔÌɂɯÛÖɯÖ×ÌÕɯÛÏÌɯ

release notes in your default web browser. 

Installing updates  
To upgrade to later versions of SpreadsheetConverter, simply repeat the 

installation pro ÊÌÚÚɯËÌÚÊÙÐÉÌËɯÈÉÖÝÌɯÜÚÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÜ×ËÈÛÌËɯ×ÙÖÎÙÈÔɯÍÐÓÌȭɯ8ÖÜɯËÖÕɀÛɯ

need to uninstall the old version before you install the new one. The installation 

program will automatically replace old files an d remove redundant files. 

Note: version 5 does not replace version 4. To uninstall version 4, follow the 

instructions in Uninstalling the program below. 
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Uninstalling the program  
1. .×ÌÕɯÛÏÌɯɁPrograms and FeaturesɂɯÊÖÕÛÙÖÓɯ×ÈÕÌÓɯȹ2ÛÈÙÛɯǿɯ2ÌÛÛÐÕÎÚɯǿɯ

Control Panel > Programs and Features). In older Windows versions, look 

ÍÖÙɯÈɯÊÖÕÛÙÖÓɯ×ÈÕÌÓɯÊÈÓÓÌËɯɁAdd/remove programs ɂȭ 

 

 

2. 2ÌÓÌÊÛɯɁSpreadsheetConverterɂɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÓÐÚÛɯÖÍɯ×ÙÖÎÙÈÔÚȭ 

3. /ÙÌÚÚɯɁUninstall ɂ at the top of the list . 

 

 

4. /ÙÌÚÚɯɁ4ÕÐÕÚÛÈÓÓɂɯÛÖɯÊÖÕÍÐÙÔɯÛÏÌɯÜÕÐÕÚÛÈÓÓɯÖ×ÌÙÈÛÐÖÕȭ 

Consider the remaining registry information  

The uninstallation of SpreadsheetConverter will not remove information it may 

have saved in the Windows registry, e.g. the registration key, user settings etc. If 

you reinstall SpreadsheetConverter later, it will reuse the old registration key 
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and settings. This is in conformance with Microsoft recommendations. The 

remaining registry information occupies a negligible amount of hard disk spac e. 

Please contact support@spreadsheetconverter.com if you need instructions on 

how to remove the redundant registry entries.  

Note: The fact that the SpreadsheetConverter registration key remains in 

a computer does not override the license agreement. If you have a one-user 

license, you may install and use SpreadsheetConverter on only one computer at 

a time. 

mailto:support@spreadsheetconverter.com
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The SpreadsheetConverter  server environment  
In a server-based solution, the SpreadsheetConverter converter generates 

×ÙÖÎÙÈÔÔÐÕÎɯÊÖËÌɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÙÜÕɯÖÕɯ,ÐÊÙÖÚÖÍÛɀÚɯ(ÕÛÌÙÕÌÛɯ(ÕÍÖÙÔÈÛÐÖÕɯ2ÌÙÝÌÙɯȹ((2ȺɯÖÙɯ

on a web server that supports JSP pages and Java Beans (e.g. Tomcat). Describing 

the complete server installation in detail i s beyond the scope of this document. 

Below is a short summary of the most important issues.  

SpreadsheetConverter to  ASP and ASP.NET 

To use SpreadsheetConverter with ASP.NET requires the Microsoft .NET 

framework. If you plan to install IIS, uninstall the . NET-framework first, then 

install IIS using the instructions below, then install the .NET framework again.  

SpreadsheetConverter to ASP and ASP.NET requires IIS, which is provided with 

all current versions of Windows except Windows XP Home. IIS is not alway s 

installed during Windows installation. To install IIS manually, open the 

Ɂ ËËɤ1ÌÔÖÝÌɯ/ÙÖÎÙÈÔÚɂɯÊÖÕÛÙÖÓɯ×ÈÕÌÓɯÈÕËɯÚÌÓÌÊÛɯɁ ËËɤ1ÌÔÖÝÌɯ6ÐÕËÖÞÚɯ

"ÖÔ×ÖÕÌÕÛÚɂȭɯ3ÐÊÒɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÌÊÒÉÖßɯÕÌßÛɯÛÖɯ((2ɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÓÐÚÛɯÈÕËɯ×ÙÌÚÚɯɁ-ÌßÛɂɯÛÖɯ

proceed through the installation wizard . 

SpreadsheetConverter to  Java 

The Java version of SpreadsheetConverter requires the following:  

¶ A web server capable of supporting JSP pages and Java Beans, e.g. the 

Tomcat server from the Apache Foundation available for download 

at http://tomcat.apache.org/ .  

¶ The Java 2 Platform, Standard Edition, Software Development Toolkit 

(J2SE SDK) version 1.3.1 or later, available for download at 

http://developers.sun.com/downl oads/. 

Tomcat issues 

When you convert a spreadsheet a second time, the converted files will be copied 

to the Tomcat server environment. However, Tomcat does not automatically 

reload the class-file, so the web page will not work.  

There are two circumvention s to this problem: 

¶ Restart the Tomcat server (put the Tomcat start and stop icons on the 

ÚÌÙÝÌÙɀÚɯËÌÚÒÛÖ×ɯÍÖÙɯÍÈÚÛɯÙÌÚÛÈÙÛȺȭ 

¶ Request that Tomcat reloads the whole web page, e.g.: 

http://localhost:8080/manager/reload?path=/examples  

Since this is rather time-consuming, we recommend that you use a client-based 

solution to get the output exactly the way you want it before you convert the 

spreadsheet for a server-ÉÈÚÌËɯÚÖÓÜÛÐÖÕȭɀ 

http://tomcat.apache.org/
http://developers.sun.com/downloads/
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Using SpreadsheetConverter  

Starting the conversion process  

Open the spreadsheet 

Ensure that Excel is started. 

If you intend to create a server-based solution, ensure that the prerequisite server 

environment is set up using the instructions in the section The 

SpreadsheetConverter server environment above. 

Open the spreadsheet you want to convert.  

If you have previously attempted to convert this spreadsheet, you may have 

found that it required manual designation of input cells. In this  case, follow the 

instructions in the section Select the input cells before starting the 

SpreadsheetConverter wizard.  

Select which sheets to include in the web page 

If your workbook contains more than one worksheet (tab), SpreadsheetConverter 

allows you to select which worksheet or worksheets to include in the resulting 

web page. Each additional tab may make the converted web page bigger or 

ÚÓÖÞÌÙȮɯÚÖɯËÖÕɀÛɯinclude  more worksheets than necessary.  

If you want to create sheet tabs for a subset of the worksheets in the workbook, 

do the following:  

¶ Click  on the sheet tab at the bottom of the first sheet you want to include 

in the resulting web page. 

 

 

¶ Hold down the Ctrl key on the keyboard and click on the sheet tab of the 

second and subsequent sheets you want to include.  

 

 

¶ Start the SpreadsheetConverter conversion wizard without changing the 

sheet selection. 

¶ 2ÌÓÌÊÛɯɁ2ÌÓÌÊÛÌËɯÚÏÌÌÛȹÚȺɂɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯɁ"ÙÌÈÛÌɯÛÈÉÚɯÍÖÙɂɯÚÌÊÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯɁ2ÌÓÌÊÛɯ

ÊÌÓÓÚɂɯËÐÈÓÖÎȭɯ 
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Locate the SpreadsheetConverter  menu 

During installation, SpreadsheetConverter installs itself as a separate menu in 

Excel: 

 

Excel 2007: 

 

 

Excel 2003: 

 

 

Verify that the SpreadsheetConverter menu is available in the Excel menu bar. If 

ÐÛɯÐÚÕɀÛȮɯ×ÙÌÚÚɯÛÏÌɯ$ÚÊɯÒÌàɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÒÌàÉÖÈÙËɯÛÖɯÌÕÚÜÙÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÈÕàɯÊÖÕÛÌßÛ-specific 

menus are deactivated. Excel automatically disables the menu while you are 

editing a cell. 
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Excel 2007: 

 

 

Excel 2000 - 2003: 

 

The SpreadsheetConverter menu is separated into three sections: 

Conversion  

¶ Convert  starts the SpreadsheetConverter conversion wizard.  
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¶ Last error report  opens the error report from the previous conversion.  

¶ SpreadsheetServer sets the options for form  submission to web servers 

with the SpreadsheetServer product. This option is only enabled for users 

of the product. For more information , point your browser to 

http://www.spreadsheetconverter.com/spreadsheetserver/ . 

Designer  

The Designer section of the menu allows you to insert and edit advanced controls 

that create a better user interface for  the resulting web page. The advanced 

controls are described in detail in the section  Creating better user interfaces below. 

¶ Edit advanced control  allows you to modify the settings for an advanced 

control that is already present in the selected cell. 

¶ Mark input cell  lets you designate input cells in your spreadsheet, i.e. 

cells that will be open for user input in the resulting web page. Use this 

when you cannot use automatic detection of input cells, e.g. when you 

need to use more than one background color for input cells. Read more in 

the section Select the input cells below.  

¶ Dropdown list  is a list of choices that expands when it is selected. Once 

the user selects one of the items in the list , the dropdown list  shrinks to its 

minimum size again.  Read more in the Dropdown list topic of the Advanced 

controls chapter below.  

¶ Listbox  allows the user to select one of the items in a list in a static, 

multiple line text box  that can be scrolled. The user clicks inside the box 

on an item to select it. Read more in the Listbox topic of the Advanced 

controls chapter below. 

¶ Radio buttons  allow the user to choose one of a predefined set of options . 

Ɂ!ÜÛÛÖÕɂɯÐÊÖÕÚɯÚÐÔÜÓÈÛÌɯÛÏÌɯÉÌÏÈÝÐÖÙɯÖÍɯÖÓËɯÊÈÙɯÙÈËÐÖÚ. When one of the 

buttons is pressed, the corresponding radio station (option ) is selected. 

Simultaneously , all the other buttons pop out, leaving the pressed button 

the only button in the "p ushed in" position.  Read more in the Radio 

buttons topic of the Advanced controls chapter below. 

¶ Create Boolean control  inserts a checkbox. Read more in the Create 

Boolean control topic of the Advanced controls chapter below.  

¶ Hyperlink and buttons  inserts a button,  ÌȭÎȭɯɁHelpɂȮɯÞÏÐÊÏ links to a web 

address. Read more in the Hyperlink and buttons topic of the Advanced 

controls chapter below. 

¶ Slider  allows the user to vary  a value in real-time by moving a handle on 

a slider  widget . Placing a slider with the values 0 through 100 in its 

middle position sets the value 50. Read more in the SliderRadio buttons 

topic of the Advanced controls chapter below. 

http://www.spreadsheetconverter.com/spreadsheetserver/
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¶ Rating  uses stars to set a value, e.g. for grading  of content. Selecting the 

middle star out of five sets the value 3. Read more in the Rating topic of 

the Advanced controls chapter below. 

¶ Calendar  allows the user to select a date using a calendar. The calendar 

can be always visible in full, or made to expand upon selection.  Read 

more in the Calendar topic of the Advanced controls chapter below. 

¶ Multi -line t ext inserts a scrollable field for text entry that spans over three 

or more rows in the spreadsheet. Read more in the Multi -line text topic of 

the Advanced controls chapter below. 

¶ Remove formatting  removes the advanced controls in the selected cells. 

Read more in the Remove formatting topic of the Advanced controls chapter 

below. 

¶ Name form fields  is used mainly for forms that are sent as files to another 

program for automatic post -processing, e.g. to be entered into a database. 

To reduce the risk of errors, input fields should be given an  internal name 

in the spreadsheet. This name can then be used to reference the input data 

in the post-processing application. Read more in the section Naming cells 

below. 

Options and help  

¶ Manual (Acrobat PDF)  opens this document in your pdf reader. If you 

ËÖÕɀÛɯÏÈÝÌɯÈ pdf reader you can download the free Acrobat Reader from 

www.adobe.com .  

¶ Manual (HTML)  opens this document in your web browser.  

¶ FAQ opens the most Frequently Asked Questions in your web browser.  

¶ Contact support opens a support form in your web browser.  When 

reporting issues with SpreadsheetConverter, please tell us which versions 

of SpreadsheetConverter, Excel and Windows you are using. 

¶ Excel-specific search-engine opens a search form where you can limit 

your search to only high -quality Excel sites. 

¶ Home page opens spreadsheetconverter.com in your web browser.  

¶ Check for update  checks if your installed version is the latest version. If it 

ÐÚÕɀÛȮɯàÖÜɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÛÖÓËɯÏÖÞɯÛÖɯËÖÞÕÓÖÈËɯÛÏÌɯÕÌÞÌÙɯÝÌÙÚÐÖÕȭ 

¶ Purchase full license opens a web page where you can purchase a 

license. Note that this entry will still be there after that you have 

registered your copy. 

¶ Enter license key  will let you register your version, see  the section 

Register your copy of SpreadsheetConverter. 

¶ About  gives you some brief facts about SpreadsheetConverter.  

http://www.adobe.com/
http://www.spreadsheetconverter.com/
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Register your copy of SpreadsheetConverter  

If you have already registered your copy of SpreadsheetConverter, skip this 

section and proceed to Start the SpreadsheetConverter wizard ÉÌÓÖÞȭɯ(ÍɯàÖÜɯÏÈÝÌÕɀÛɯ

yet registered your copy of the program, a  window similar to the one below will 

appear.  

 

If you haven't registered the program, SpreadsheetConverter works in trial 

mode. The only restrictions of the trial version are:  

¶ The trial version only works for 30 days.  

¶ You are not allowed to use the web pages created by the trial version for 

any purpose other than evaluation.  

¶ Only cells on the first ten rows of the first sheet will be part of the web 

page. 

As soon as you register the program, all these restrictions are removed (there is 

ÕÖɯÕÌÌËɯÛÖɯÙÌÐÕÚÛÈÓÓɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÖÎÙÈÔȺȭɯ.ÕÊÌɯàÖÜɀÝÌɯ×ÜÙÊÏÈÚÌd a license, there are no 

additional costs and there are no royalties to pay when you distribute the 

resulting web pages.  

If you want to order a  registration key for SpreadsheetConverter, click Cancel to 

exit the wizard and ÊÓÐÊÒɯɁPurchase full licenseɂ in the SpreadsheetConverter 

menu. 



4ÚÌÙɀÚɯ&ÜÐËÌɯÛÖɯ2×ÙÌÈËÚÏÌÌÛ"ÖÕÝÌÙÛÌÙɯ 28 

If you have a registration key and want to register this copy of Spreadsheet-

ConverterȮɯÊÓÐÊÒɯɁ$ÕÛÌÙɯlicense ÒÌàɂȭ 

 

IÕɯÛÏÌɯɁ$ÔÈÐÓɯÈËËÙÌÚÚɂɯÍÐÌÓË, enter the e-mail address that you used when you 

purchased the license key. Copy the license key from the e-mail or web page 

where you got it and ×ÙÌÚÚɯɁ/ÈÚÛÌɯÒÌàɯÍÙÖÔɯÊÓÐ×ÉÖÈÙËɂɯÛÖɯ×ÈÚÛÌɯÐÛɯÐÕÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ

Ɂ+ÐÊÌÕÚÌɯÒÌàɂɯÍÐÌÓËȭɯ/ÙÌÚÚɯ.*ɯÛÖɯÙÌÎÐÚÛÌÙɯàÖÜÙɯÊÖ×àɯÖÍɯSpreadsheetConverter.  

The first 3 characters in the license key tells which version the key is for, for 

example H5S means Html, version 5.x, Std Ed. The key will only work for that 

specific download. That means that if you downloaded and tried ASP.NET v 5.0 

Std Ed, and later purchased the HTML flavor, you need to uninstall the ASP .NET 

version, download the HTML -version, install and register.  

/ÙÌÚÚɯɁ.*ɂɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯɁ+ÐÊÌÕÚÌɯÒÌàɯÈÊÊÌ×ÛÌËɂɯÞÐÕËÖÞȭɯ 



4ÚÌÙɀÚɯ&ÜÐËÌɯÛÖɯ2×ÙÌÈËÚÏÌÌÛ"ÖÕÝÌÙÛÌÙɯ 29 

Start the SpreadsheetConverter  wizard  

In the SpreadsheetConverter ÔÌÕÜȮɯÊÓÐÊÒɯɁ"ÖÕÝÌÙÛɂȭ The Start screen appears.  

 

/ÙÌÚÚɯɁ-ÌßÛɂɯÛÖɯÚÛÈÙÛɯÛÏÌ SpreadsheetConverter wizard.  

Close open files  

When you start the conversion process, you may see the following error message: 

 

This indicates that some of your workbooks have unsaved changes that you may 

want to save before running the SpreadsheetConverter wizard. Press No to abort 

the conversion process and save all open workbooks, or Yes to continue without 

saving the latest changes for the workbooks in the list. 
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Select output format  
This step is only present in the multi -format versions of SpreadsheetConverter, 

and allows you to select what kind of code you want SpreadsheetConverter to 

generate (some choices may not be available in your particular version of 

SpreadsheetConverter). 

SpreadsheetConverter to ASP & ASP.NET  

 

Classic ASP  

This is the server-based format for an ASP solution, i.e. when using 

SpreadsheetConverter to ASP and ASP.NET to create programming code for 

an IIS server with or without the .Net framework.  

ASP.NET 1.1, 2.0, 3.5 (Single self-contained aspx file ) 

Use this option  if you know how to program ASP.NET and intend to use back -

end integrations, e.g. reading initial values from a  database or storing results in a 

database. 

Standard Web page (SSC to HTML/JavaScript . 

This is the standard format used in a client-based solution. Use this setting while 

you enhance a spreadsheet to obtain the best output. When you are satisfied, 

generate the final output format intended for the server.  
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SpreadsheetConverter to Java/JSP 

 

JavaBeans for calculation, JSP with JavaScript for GUI.  

This is the server-based format for a Java solution, i.e. when using 

SpreadsheetConverter to Java to create programming code for a JSP-capable 

web server. 

Standard Web page (SSC to HTML/JavaScript . 

This is the standard format used in a client-based solution. Use this setting while 

you enhance a spreadsheet to obtain the best output. When you are satisfied, 

generate the final output format intended for the server.  
























































































































